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From our Director….. 
A special thank-you to our AmeriCorps members for sharing their stories!  
We hope that they inspire you to take action in your communities, and who 
knows, even consider joining.    Remember, everyone has the opportunity to 
serve!  Check out more events on our blog at: 
www.goodworksindiana.blogspot.com .      Ike 

 

AmeriCorps Member:  Shawna Boas  
 

Tell us a little about your background including 
hometown, host site, college major, or hobbies.  
  

I live in Seymour, In. My host site is Girls Scouts of 
Kentuckiana. I am implementing the Read to Lead  
literacy program at all Jackson County Schools. I 
haven’t finished school yet, but plan to. My major is 

General Studies with a minor in English. I like reading, camping, and 
walking.  

 

What attracted you to the AmeriCorps program?  

I really like working with children, I am currently  
unemployed and I want to finish my degree. It was a 
perfect fit.  

 

What was your most memorable AmeriCorps 
moment? Teaching my first kindergarten Read to 
Lead session. They were so excited. I loved seeing 
their faces light up.  

 

What are your plans for the future? I plan to  
finish my degree and hopefully work for a non-for-
profit organization.  

 

How would you sum up your AmeriCorps  
experience? So far I love it.  

 

What advice would you give to someone who has thinking 
about signing up to become a member? If you have a servant’s 
heart, this is a great opportunity for you! 
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CICOA will award its first Caregiver of the Year award to one personal 
caregiver in Central Indiana at its Signature Breakfast on April 14, 2011.  
Caregivers who support family members or friends of any age are eligible for 
the Award.   
 

Nominations forms are now available at www.cicoa.org.  Nominations must  
include the name of the caregiver, relationship of the nominator to the  
caregiver, and a 500-word essay describing how the caregiver models the  

attributes of courage, sacrifice, strength and creativity in overcoming the  
sometimes overwhelming stresses and obstacles associated with providing care. 
Entries may be submitted online to caregivers@cicoa.org or through the mail 
(postmarked by Feb. 1) to: 
Caregiver of the Year 
CICOA Aging & In-Home Solutions 
4755 Kingsway Drive 
Indianapolis, IN 46205 

 
Community Partners: 
 

 The second annual Inspire Awards, recognizes  
individuals and organizations for their mentoring  
efforts.   Right now we are in full gear promoting the 
nominations through January 26th, when they close. 
The Awards have been promoted in the 
Indianapolis Business Journal, on the Colts  
Pre-Game Radio Show, in the Chamber of  
Commerce Monday Morning Memo, etc.   

 

If you know of individuals who have made a  
difference via their mentoring efforts, please visit 
www.collegementors.org and nominate them for  

consideration at the upcoming awards event. 

HELPERS WANTED - 
Helpers Helping Others Outreach Team is in need of Volunteers who are willing to serve 
as; HELPERS, Teachers, Tutors and Mentors that will help persons who are homeless, or  
persons who are in and out of our prisons and jails. We are also working with several 
Youth, Senior, Veterans and Pet programs.  To learn more about how you can start being 
one of Our HELPERS, please stop by one of our regularly scheduled meetings on the 2nd 
Tuesday's & 4th Thursday's of each month from 5:30 to 8:00 PM at 918 E. Michigan St. in 
Indy, or contact Don Hawkins at 317-547-0500, email him at Hawkins@HRHinfo.com, or 
visit www.IndyHelpers.com  
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 Enhancing Your Professional Development (3-Part Series) 

(IMPORTANT: please note, order of sessions has not been confirmed.  However the dates 
have.  More information to follow soon.)  
  
PART 1:  Communication:  Key to Professional Success 
  
Regardless of the type of work we do, all of us must communicate effectively with other  
people, be they co-workers, supervisors, or clients to be successful.  Understanding your 
personal communication style and the styles of others will help you to do your job well and 
improve your work relationships. 
     
When:  Friday, January 28, 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM (EST) 
  
Details common to all three sessions: 
Where: Ball State University Alumni Center - Meeting Room 1, 2800 Bethel Avenue, Muncie, 
IN 
Cost:  $20 per session or all three sessions for $50.  Lunch included. 
Presenters:   Jeannine Harrold, Emerita Director, Ball State University Career Center 
Sponsor:  United Way of Delaware County and Indiana Nonprofit Resource Network - East 
Registration:  Online registration will be available at http://www.invitedtoliveunited.org/ 
and go to workshop  
 

BRIDGES OUT OF POVERTY:  Strategies for Professionals and Communities 
(Day One) 
 
If your agency or organization works with people from poverty, only a deeper understanding 
of their challenges and strengths will help you partner with them to create opportunities for 
success.  
  
Bridges Out of Poverty represents a powerful tool for change. Participants will create a  
mental model of poverty, review poverty research, examine a theory of change, and analyze 
poverty through the prism of hidden rules of class, resources, family structure, and  
language. 
  
When:  Friday, February 4, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM (EST) 
Where:  St. Mary's College, Lower Level of Student Union, Conference Room D, Notre 
Dame, IN 
Campus map: http://www3.saintmarys.edu/campus-map  
Cost:  $50, includes lunch and Bridges Out of Poverty book 
Registration deadline:  January 24, 2011 
Presenters:  Bonnie Bazata, Executive Director of the St. Joseph County Bridges Out of 
Poverty Initiative (SJC Bridges) 
Leah Zimmer, SJC Bridges Employment Specialist, directs the Future Story Project  
employment program 
 
Please register online at http://www.unitedwayec.org/nrn-workshops.htm  
  
For more information contact Kim Johnson, Director, Northern Region 
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The Indiana Department of Education and the Indiana Afterschool Network invite you to join this 
exciting, annual two‐day conference designed specifically for Indiana’s out‐of‐school time  
providers. 
 

About The Summit 
The 2011 conference features engaging workshops, keynote presentations, networking  
opportunities and more. Come take advantage of the annual opportunity and make valuable  
connections with leading policymakers, educators, business leaders and youth development  
experts from across the state.  Discover the latest thinking and learn innovative practices for  
improving your ongoing work and new projects. The conference includes a wide range of  
break‐out sessions/workshops with practical tools and best practices for out‐of‐school time  
providers including: 
• Curriculum ideas – building better readers, positive behaviors in youth, parent engagement, 

homework help, science enrichment, college and career readiness, physical fitness, and other 
topics. 

• Leadership – building effective teams, promoting your program, innovative programming and 
leadership. 

• Sustainability ‐ public and private funding for afterschool and summer programs. 
• Advocacy ‐ building ongoing relationships with public policy leaders to effect ongoing change. 
• Evaluation & best practices ‐ strategies to maximize quality and impact programs.  
 

SPECIAL EVENT: Rallying At The Indiana Statehouse  
With keynote speakers, buffet lunch, and opportunities to meet in small groups with Indiana state 
legislators to showcase your programs and tell them about the importance of out‐of‐school time 
programs.   
  

Summit Location 
The two‐day summit will be held at the Hilton (120 West Market Street) in downtown  
Indianapolis on February 28th and March 1st.  The rallying event will also take place on March1st 
nearby at the Indiana Statehouse. On‐site hotel accommodations at the Hilton will be available at a 
discounted rate until January 28th (for a limited number of attendees).  
  

Summit Attendees 
The training is open to ALL out‐of‐school time (afterschool and summer learning) providers in  
Indiana. 
  

Summit Registration 
Open registration begins January 10th. Visit http://www.indianaafterschool.org/Summit.shtml for 
more information and to register or call Sara Beanblossom at 317‐920‐0181 with questions.  
More information on the Indiana Afterschool Network at: http://www.indianaafterschool.org 

The Indiana Summit on Out-of-School Learning   
February 28th – March 1st, 2011 
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FREE SMOKE ALARMS STILL AVAILABLE FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE DEAF  
 
 

INDIANAPOLIS—After three months, the Indiana State Fire Marshal’s Office still has nearly 
500 smoke alarms to distribute, free of charge, to lower income Hoosiers who are deaf or hard of 
hearing. The Indiana State Fire Marshal is calling on the public to help spread the word. 
 
“Since the program was first announced, we have identified families and individuals to receive 
roughly 700 of these smoke alarms,” said Indiana State Fire Marshal Jim Greeson. “Applications 
are moving along, but we need help to spread the word in every Hoosier community. If you are 
deaf or hard of hearing or have a family member who is deaf or hard of hearing, go online and 
apply for a free smoke alarm. If you know of an individual who is deaf or hard of hearing in your 
neighborhood, workplace, community or elsewhere, encourage them to apply as well. Our  
primary objective is to get these alarms into the hands of Hoosiers who need them most.” 
  
The Indiana State Fire Marshal is also urging fire departments statewide to reach out to their  
communities with this message.  
 
The Indiana State Fire Marshal’s Office is a division of the Indiana Department of Homeland  
Security (IDHS). 
 
Funded through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the U. S. Department 
of Homeland Security, a $300,000 Assistance to Firefighters Grant was used to purchase 1200 
alarms in October.   
  
The smoke alarms consist of a strobe light and bed shaker to allow the person who is deaf or hard 
of hearing to be awakened at night or see the strobe light while awake. The alarms, which usually 
cost several hundred dollars, will be installed in homes by local fire departments free of charge to 
recipients. 
  
Individuals who are interested in receiving one of these smoke detectors, and who cannot afford 
to purchase one on their own, should apply online at www.in.gov/dhs by clicking on "Application 
for Smoke Alarms." 
  

 
IDHS: Leadership for a Safe and Secure Indiana 

### 
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